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filial, &c. directed separately upon others, without being
specialised forms of a prior general benevolence. From this
true psychological insight he unfortunately relapses, when
he comes to classify the springs of action for moral purposes:
he then sets them all down as either selfish or social j and
so accentuates the opposition between these heads as to
leave the impression, that human nature is worked through-
out by two given incentives, and that, in case of conflict, all
ethical problems he between egoism and altruism. This is
a very rude and inadequate classification of the motives to
voluntary action, though doubtless it covers a large and
important set of trials of conscience. There are numerous
temptations to wrong which involve no struggle between
selfishness and benevolence : intellectual conscientiousness,
or strict submission of the mind to evidence, has its inspira-
tion in pure love of truth, and would not survive an hour, if
entrusted to the keeping of either prudence or social affec-
tion. The brave are certainly safest in themselves, and
serviceable to the community: but courage never springs
from discretion, and not always from love. The self-indul-
gent assuredly hurt both themselves and others : but it is a
precarious temperance and purity which has no guardian
angel but care for health and for example. The demand
for justice which plays so great a part, both terrible and
glorious, in the history of nations, is neither selfish nor
benevolent; not the former, because intent chiefly on what
is due to others; not the latter, because often insisting on
punishment alone; and that without any reckoning of social
advantage, but from mere impulse to treat men as they
deserve. And so with the inward attitude of affection
towards things Divine; who will say that this is to be kept
right, either by self-love or by benevolence ? Call it, if you
please, with the old divines, 'Duty to God;' there can be
no objection; for it is a difecting upon Him of the thought
of trust and the mood of worship which are due to His per-
fection, and our relation to Him. But this is to acknow-
ledge a dutiful state of mind which contemplates neither